 Dorothy Prior, North Central Regional Winner 
Older Americans connect the community in many important ways. Whether they are socializing at the Sr. Center, volunteering in schools and churches, enjoying the town activities and recreational areas, seniors are important citizens. The senior population of Granby Ct. is vibrant, educated, and interesting. 
My personal experience started seven years ago when I moved to Granby. CT.  Being invited to the Sr. Women’s Breakfast was my initiation to the Senior Center. This was the most important connection for me to the community. At the breakfasts, I heard speakers from Granby and surrounding towns. Whether they were artisans, farmers, or from social conscious agencies, I learned the value of the community in which I had chosen to live. 
I served on the accreditation committee for the Sr. Center. Following that assignment, I was asked to serve as a Program Activities Committee member as a liaison from my over 55 active community in which I lived. Realizing that there was a Sr. Club that helped support the monetary issues of the center, I joined, and became involved with the most important task of fund raising. I was acknowledged in January as “Senior of the Month”, for my work initiating a discussion group. I worked with children in a computer help program and participated in a drumming circle. Involvement in a church community also serves to connect. Helping with meals at a Hartford homeless facility is one way in which I am linked to the inner city of Hartford. Supporting the mission trip of the teens is another way relating through church. 
Town activities are also important. Participating in the Memorial Day activities allows me to view my community a whole. The patriotism and enthusiasm, I am sure, will also be felt during our 225 year celebration of Granby this fall. 
Hiking in Mc Lean’s Preserve, looking for birds and wild life outside my living room window bring me great satisfaction. Biking in Hamonasett State Park and enjoying the beauty of Long Island Sound allow me to appreciate the beauty of our state of Connecticut. 
As a Senior Citizen, I am excited in the way my life has incorporated the innocence of children, the beauty of nature, and the opportunity to continue learning and enjoying life to the fullest, through my connection to my community.
